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URGENT ACTION NEEDED TO CLOSE THE GAP FOR 
INDIGENOUS BOARDING  
Independent Schools Australia (ISA) is urgently calling on the Federal Government to provide 
immediate and sustained funding to Indigenous boarding schools, many of which are now at 
serious risk due to discontinued government grants*. 

These schools are essential to the education of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 
from remote communities. 

Despite being critical to the viability of these schools funding for the Indigenous Boarding 
Provider grants, which supported more than 2,300 students, was absent from the most 
recent Federal Budget. 
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ISA CEO Graham Catt said over the last ten years, three Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
boarding schools have closed or ceased to offer boarding, and ISA is deeply concerned that 
more could follow. 

"These schools are doing much of the heavy lifting in educating some of Australia’s most 
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