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The Federal Government has said it would not support the Productivity Commission’s 
recommendation to remove deductible gift recipient (DGR) status from school education, 
noting it was “not something the government is considering.”  

“These families and their schools need the Government to reaffirm this and categorically rule 
this out, so we can work together to expand the role of philanthropy in education through 
sensible policy.” 

Two-thirds of Independent schools, which educate one in six Australian students, receive no 
government funding for capital expenditure. These schools, most of which charge annual 
fees less than $5,500, need to expand to meet a growing number of students. Nationally 
parents and communities contribute around 86%, $1.23 billion, of the funding for buildings 
and capital works.  

"More and more Australian parents are opting for Independent schools for their children," 
stated Mr Catt. "Even if the government doesn't fund their facilities, good policy should 
support the community, alumni, and parents who cover these costs." 

ISA is the national peak body representing 1,216 Independent schools with close to 720,000 
enrolled students, accounting for approximately 17 per cent of Australian school enrolments 
and a workforce of 122,000 people. Independent schools are diverse, serving a range of 
different communities across Australia. 
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