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2.6 TERMS USED 

The term ‘boarding facility’ is used throughout this report as: 

— there are some boarding facilities that are not associated with an individual school but provide 
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The states with the highest number of available boarding places in the Independent sector are NSW 
(5,398) and Queensland (4,192). The Catholic sector has the greatest number of its available boarding 
places in Queensland (2,251) and Western Australia (1,063). The government sector has the majority 
of its available boarding places in Western Australia (1,524). 

TABLE 4. INDICATIVE NUMBER OF AVAILABLE BOARDING PLACES PER SCHOOL BY STATE 

 AUSTRALIA 

NO. OF SCHOOLS  NO. OF AVAILABLE 
PLACES 

AVERAGE PLACES 
AVAILABLE PER SCHOOL 

NSW 46 6,500 141 

VIC 29 3,093 107 

QLD 56 6,839 122 

SA 16 1,198 75 

WA 46 4,437 96 

TAS 6 280 47 

NT 7 598 85 

ACT 2 181 91 

TOTAL 208 23,125 111 

 
Table 4 shows that the largest boarding facilities on average are in NSW (141), Queensland (122) and 
Victoria (107). Western Australia, while having the second largest number of schools with boarding 
facilities, has on average much smaller boarding facilities (96) compared to the three largest states. 
This could be due to the number of regional residential boarding facilities that are shared by both the 
government and Catholic sectors. 

 

3.2 BOARDING FACILITIES AND STUDENTS IN THE INDEPENDENT SECTOR 

In 2020 the Independent sector has 155* schools catering for 149,800 students providing boarding 
facilities for 14,565 of those students. In the Independent sector, boarding facilities are nearly always 
co-located with an individual school. 

There are six Independent schools where all the students are boarding. These are all entirely 
Indigenous boarding schools. There are a further six Independent schools where more than 50% of 
the students are boarding at the school with two of those schools being largely indigenous boarding 
schools. 

The Independent sector is a large provider of boarding facilities for Indigenous students. Of the 14,565 
Independent boarding students in 2020, over 2,100 are Indigenous boarders attending 120 
Independent schools.  

To investigate the growth in the boarding facilities provided by Independent schools, a review of 
school and enrolment data from 2011 to 2020 has been undertaken. This review examines growth 
based on specific boarding facility characteristics being: 

— state/territory; 

— school geolocation; 

— gender composition; 

— boarding fee income received by the school (using the latest available financial data); and 

— school size. 
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TABLE 5. NUMBER AND SIZE OF INDEPENDENT BOARDING FACILITIES AND ASSOCIATED BOARDING SCHOOLS – 
2020 

 NO. OF 
INDEPENDENT 
BOARDING 
FACILITIES  

BOARDERS AT 
THE 
INDEPENDENT 
BOARDING 
FACILITY 

AVERAGE SIZE 
OF BOARDING 
FACILITY 

STUDENTS AT 
ASSOCIATED 
INDEPENDENT 
BOARDING 
SCHOOL 

AVERAGE SIZE 
OF THE 
BOARDING 
SCHOOL 

NSW 48 4,947 103 47,364 987 

VIC 27 2,403 89 34,058 1,261 

QLD 34 3,736 110 30,939 910 

SA 10 
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It should be noted that between 2011 and 2019 the number of boarders only decreased by 260 (-
1.7%). The large fall in boarder numbers between 2019 and 2020 (-5.4%) accounts for most of the 
reduction in boarders between 2011 and 2020. The most likely reason for the reduction in boarder 
numbers, especially between 2019 and 2020, is COVID-19 restrictions but the fall continues a 
downward trend seen since 2017. 

3.4 INDEPENDENT BOARDING SCHOOL GROWTH BY STATE AND TERRITORY 



https://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/d3310114.nsf/home/remoteness+structure
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3.6 INDEPENDENT BOARDING SCHOOL GROWTH BY GENDER COMPOSITION 

TABLE 9. INDEPENDENT BOARDING SCHOOLS - BOARDERS AND ENROLMENTS, BY SCHOOL GENDER 
COMPOSITION, 2011 AND 2020. 

 NO. OF 
INDEPENDENT 
BOARDING 
FACILITIES 
(2020) 

BOARDERS AT INDEPENDENT 
BOARDING FACILITIES 

ENROLMENTS AT INDEPENDENT 
BOARDING SCHOOLS 

    GROWTH 
  

   GROWTH 

2011 2020 NO. % 2011 2020 NO. % 

CO-ED 87 7,369 6,882 -487 -6.6% 67,364 
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Chart 2 shows that the number of Indigenous boarders varied from year to year between 2014 and 
2020. This variability in Indigenous boarder numbers is not reflected in the Indigenous enrolment 
numbers at Independent boarding schools over the same period which reflects increased growth each 
year from 2014. 

 

3.11 IMPACT ON INDEPENDENT BOARDING SCHOOL GROWTH BY FULL FEE PAYING OVERSEAS 
STUDENTS 

In 2020 there were 6,630 overseas students attending Independent schools. Of those overseas 
students, 2,664 (40%) attended a boarding school and 3,966 (60%) attended non-boarding schools.  

If it is assumed that all overseas students that attend a boarding school are boarding at that schools’ 
boarding facility, then overseas students would make up 19% of all boarders at Independent schools 
and that the drop in overseas students from 2019 to 2020 (12.8%) could have contributed to the large 
fall in boarding student number between 2019 and 2020 as seen in Chart 1. 

It cannot be determined from the data provided in the DESE Non-Government School Census whether 
the number of boarders at a boarding school include overseas students or whether the overseas 
students are boarding elsewhere.  

The interaction between the number of local student and overseas students using Independent school 
boarding facilities needs further investigation. 

 

3.12 INDEPENDENT BOARDING SCHOOL FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

3.12.1 FINANCIAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS OFFERING 
BOARDING FACILITIES 
When a school submits financial data for the annual DESE Financial Questionnaire there are two 
general information questions that need to be answered that pertain to non-government schools 
offering boarding facilities. 

The first question is ‘Was the school a boarding school at any stage during the previous calendar year? 
(yes/no)’. In 2019 140 Independent schools indicated in the Financial Questionnaire that they offered 
boarding facilities. 

The second question is ‘Are separate accounts maintained for boarding school activities? (yes/no)’. For 
the Financial Questionnaire it is a requirement for all non-government schools offering boarding 
facilities to either provide separate day school (tuition) and boarding facility (boarding) financial data or 
use an apportionment method that allows for the reasonable separation of income and expenditure 
data. If a school does not maintain separate tuition and boarding accounts, then the boarding amounts 
must be calculated using the apportionment method. 

The Financial Questionnaire guidelines state that the maximum proportion of expenses to be allocated 
to boarding is 60 per cent. If the proportion for boarding expenses exceeds the 60 per cent upper limit, 
apportion the expenses as follows: 

— tuition: 40 per cent 

— boarding: 60 per cent 
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TABLE 17. BOARDING SCHOOLS WITHOUT SEPARATE ACCOUNTS BY STATE AND GEOLOCATION – 2019 

  BOARDING SCHOOLS (DAY SCHOOL AND BOARDING FACILITY) WITH 
NEGATIVE INCOME STATEMENTS 

 TOTAL 
BOARDING 
FACILITIES 

MAJOR CITIES REGIONAL REMOTE TOTAL NO. TOTAL % 

NSW 32 0 5 0 5 16% 

VIC 15 1 0 0 
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Data analysis undertaken by Independent Schools Australia, about students who board at school and 
the boarding facilities provided by those schools suggests:  

— There are 




